
 
The Magic Carpet! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Study Guide for Building  
Community, Understanding and 

Compassion! 
 

 
This study guide is best when used with a classroom fieldtrip to see The Magic 
Carpet! a production of Tandy Beal & Company for ArtSmart 2015!  
 
Objectives: This study guide is designed to help students engage in sustained 
inquiry and discussion using The Magic Carpet and world dance as a focus.  
 
Classroom projects include short explorations of personal history, geography, 
language, and dance, with Collaboration, Communication, Creativity and Critical 
Thinking at the core.  
 
By learning about each other and language and traditions of cultures other than 
ones we are already familiar with, we help build Community, Understanding and 
Compassion. 
 
 



Personal History 
 
Project Suggestion 1: Class Discussion 
Ask students the following questions and let them answer. 
 
1) Where are you from? Where are your parents from? Do you know where your 
grandparents are from? Does anyone have any relatives that live in another 
country? In what countries?  
 
2) Has anyone here ever been to another country? Where have you been?  
 
 
Project Suggestion 2: Classmate and Teacher Interviews! 
Create an interview list for students. The teacher can participate too. Let the 
students mingle around the room to find answers to all the questions on their list. 
 
1) Do you have a relative who lives in another country? Which country? 
2) Have you ever been to another country? What country? 
3) Have you ever eaten food from another country? Which country? What was 
the food?  
4) Have you ever seen a dance from another country? Which dance? Which 
country? 
5) Do you have a family member or friend that dances? What type of dance? 
6) Do you know how to say Hello in another language? How? What language is 
that? 
7) Do you know how to say thank you in another language? How? What 
language? 
 
Encourage the students to find answers to all the questions, but if they can’t, 
reassure them that you’ll discover the answers when you get back into the group.  
 
Regroup and ask the students together: Who has a relative in another country? 
Let all students answer together or call on a few. Go through list of questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Geography 
 
Our class is going on a field trip to see The Magic Carpet: A World Dance 
Showcase! Produced for YOU by Tandy Beal & Company! We will watch 
professional performers demonstrate dances from Bali, Argentina, Congo, 
Bolivia, India, and Mexico! 
 
Do you know where any of those countries are? Let’s look on a map and see!  
 
Project Suggestion 1: In-class Discussion 
Have students look for the countries in their books, on maps or on globes. 
Discuss what continents the countries are in, how big the countries are and what 
climate the students think the countries might have. Can they tell from the maps 
if the countries have mountains or rivers? Are they near the ocean? Are they 
islands? 
 
Project Suggestion 2: Small Group Research Project 
Divide the students into groups and assign each group a country. Have each 
group take an hour or less to do a mini research project and presentation on 
each country.  Have them find out about geography, language, population and 
any other subjects you might want to have them explore: food, fun facts, etc. 
Have each group share their findings with the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language 
 
You may have discovered these answers in your interviews, but let’s visit the 
questions again and see if we can learn more! 
 
Do you know what languages are spoken in the countries that we will see 
represented in The Magic Carpet? If not, can you guess? 
 
Bali: Indonesian “Bahasa Indonesia” and hundreds of others  
Argentina: Spanish “Español” and others 
Congo: French, Lingala, Kituba, Swahili and hundreds of others 
Bolivia: Spanish “Español” and others 
India: Hindi, English, Oriya (in Orissa) and hundreds of others 
Mexico: Spanish “Español” and others 
 
In most of these countries there are many different languages that people know. 
They also know one COMMON language so that everyone can communicate, go 
to school and work together. Most of the people from these countries can speak 
more than 1 or 2 languages. How many students here can speak more than one 
language? How many students speak 2 languages? 3? More than 3? 
 
Who knows how to say “Hello” in another language? Let a few students answer 
and make some suggestions if they get stuck:  
 
Let’s learn to say “Hello” in:  
Español: Hola!  
Hindi: Namaste! 
Bahasa Indonesia: Selamat Pagi! (Good morning!) (All greetings are based on 
time of day) 
French: Bonjour! (Good Day! Spoken in Congo) 
Lingala: Mbote! (Spoken in Congo) 
 
Who knows how to say “Thank you” in another language? Let a few students 
answer and make some suggestions if they get stuck: 
 
Let’s learn to say “Thank you!” in:  
Español: Gracias! 
Hindi: Dhanyavaad! 
Bahasa Indonesia: Terima kasih!  
French: Merci! (Spoken in Congo) 
Lingala: Matondo! (Spoken in Congo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Movement and Dance:  
Discussing our Performance Experience 

 
Dance performances are often exciting and fun to watch. They also offer 
incredible opportunities to explore our values with aesthetics and can even 
challenge our thinking and our ability to describe new experiences. There are 
several simple things you can do with your class to encourage critical thinking, 
awareness and discussion around this (or any) performance.  
 

 
BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE 

 
Class Discussion  
Does anyone here dance? What types of dance do you know? Does anyone 
have any friends or family members that dance? What kind of dance do your 
friends and family members know? Do you know about any other types of 
dance? In the dance you know, do you dance more with your feet or your hands? 
Your eyes? Or your whole body? Does the dance have a rhythm? Do you dance 
alone, with a partner, or with a group?   
 
On our Magic Carpet Journey, we will see Balinese dance from Indonesia, we 
will see Tango from Argentina, Congolese dance from Congo, folklorico from 
Bolivia, Odissi dance from India and folklorico from Mexico. Has anyone seen 
any of these dances before? What do you think we will see at the performance? 
  

 
AFTER THE PERFORMANCE 

 
Project Suggestion 1: Class Discussion 
Have a class discussion directly after the performance so your students can 
synthesize and share their experiences by talking about the dances they just 
saw.  
 
Basic Questions: 
What did you see during the performance? Did the dancers perform by 
themselves? In partners? In a group? Did the performers use their legs or hands 
more? (In Project 3, there is a longer list of questions you can choose from.) 
 
Remember to ask questions of observation rather than evaluation. Ask: “What 
did you see?” rather than “Did you like it?” or “Was it good?” Keep questioning 
deeper into the observations of what they saw to allow the students to explore 
their experiences and values more fully.  
 
 
 
 
 



Project Suggestion 2: JUST ONE WORD!  
This is a fun exercise. With each country, ask the students to give a one word 
description of the dance. “What did you SEE? Give me just ONE WORD.”  
 
You can very quickly go around the room and have each student give one word 
to describe what they saw. By the time you get to the last student, you will have 
a pretty full description of each performance, and each student will have shared 
part of their personal experience.   
 
Single word descriptions help distill and draw out the important or 
essential elements of an experience.  
 
Project Suggestion 3: Group Discussions / Presentations 
If your students are old enough, allow them to form small groups to discuss their 
experiences. Assign each group a dance to discuss and report on to the class. 
 
What is important to notice about dance if we want to describe it to 
someone else? You can create guideline questions with your class or use the 
ones below. 
 
PERFORMERS: How many? Men? Women? Children? Do they dance in 
partners? Alone? In a group? Do they look at the audience? Do they look at each 
other? Do they all dance the same thing at the same time? Does anyone play 
music or sing while dancing? What are their costumes like? Are they the same 
for men and women? Do their costumes add to the performance? How? 
 
SPACE: How do the performers use the stage? Do they stay in one place? Do 
they travel around the stage? How do they travel? Do they run? Walk? Roll? 
Slide? Do they make shapes on the stage when they travel? What shapes?  
 
ENERGY: What kind of energy describes this dance? Does it feel happy? 
Exciting? Sad? Jumpy? Internal? What is the mood? What kind of energy do the 
dancers have when they move?  
 
BODY PARTS: How do the performers use their bodies?  
* How do they use their legs and feet? Do they walk? Jump? Kick? Stomp? Are 
they wearing shoes? What kind? Do their shoes make any music or sounds? 
* How do they use their arms and hands? Are they holding anything? Do the 
performers touch each other? Do they hold their costumes or move their 
costumes? Do they move their fingers? How? Do they talk with their hands?  
* Do they move their eyes? Head? Do the dancers sing or talk? 
* How do the dancers use their whole body? What is their dance posture? Do 
they stand very straight and tall? Do they bend their legs? Do they bend at their 
waist? What direction?  
* If you drew the dancer’s “dance shape”, what would it look like? Draw it now! 

 
 



Final Project!  
 
If you took a Magic Carpet somewhere, where would you go? (Allow a few 
children to answer) 
 
What do you think you would see? What would the people eat? What would they 
wear? What would the houses look like? What would their dancing look like? 
What would their music sound like? Draw a picture of what you think you will see 
and do on your Magic Carpet Journey! Share your dreams and future Magic 
Carpet travel plans with your class! 
 
 


